
Structure of the Literature survey

A literature survey is an INTEGRATED look at WHAT WE KNOW ALREADY, where the gaps are, and WHY THE GAPS SHOULD BE FILLED.It should follow this sequence:

1. Found sources

This is how I found the sources and why you should believe that they are the most appropriate ones.  I.e. What keywords did you use in which database search engines.  Which other important authors' bibliographies did you consult, etc.

2. This is what the field looks like

i.e. What current writing is occurring, such as existing theses from NEXUS, and also indexes of current publications.

3. ISSUES

From that, what are the ISSUES that are relevant to YOUR study.

4. ARRIVE

For each of the ISSUES that you identify, you now ARRIVE at your research questions - the ones you mentioned in Ch One.

You do it like this

The ISSUE IS...

The following authors say ...

They are supported by those who say...

And opposed by those who say ...

But, somehow nobody says ...

Although These people say that THAT is what we actually should be asking, which is why the question remains

PUT YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION HERE.

5. THEORETICAL FOUNDATION
To be able to ANSWER the questions mentioned above, we need to UNDERSTAND the 

following THEORY or CONCEPTS which form the

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK - if you use ONE THEORY such as Merrill's or whatever.

or a 

CONCEPTUAL framework, if you draw from more than one theory. In such a case, a 

conceptual framework should show clearly which CONCEPTS you will use and how 

they are RELATED.  You may even want to make a little sketch.

6. Finally you HINT at how the RESEARCH METHODOLOGY chapter (the very next one) 

will show what instruments you use to measure these CONCEPTS and their 

RELATIONSHIPS.
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